Water to Watts

New Legislator briefing on Washington’s public
utility districts and the state’s utility landscape.
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About the Washington PUD Association

The Washington PUD Association is a non-profit organization created in
1936 to support public utility districts.

Our mission is to support, preserve and enhance members’ ability to
provide locally controlled, cost-based energy, water and

telecommunications services to communities in the State of Washington.

WPUDA services include advocacy, policy analysis and research, training
and education services, collaboration and information sharing for our
members.

Our members include 27 public utility districts and one joint operating
agency, Energy Northwest.
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Washington’s electric utility landscape
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Types of Water providers

Cities and Counties

Private water providers

Small system operators

DISTRICTS AS IATI

WASHINGTON PUBLIC UTILITY DIS S ASSOCIATION

YOUR connection
III—




Types of Telecom providers

Public Utility Districts — wholesale/retail

Cities — wholesale/retail

Ports — wholesale/retail

Private providers

e Cable

e Wireless
e Satellite
¢ |ntern rvice Providers (ISP
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Brief history of PUDs
T

e PUDs formed as a result of frustration

in rural areas of the state over the lack FARMERS UNITE |
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* |nitiative #1 went to the ballot in 1930
and was approved by 54% of the
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RCW 54 — The laws of the PUDs
e

* PUDs are formed by a vote of the people.

As not—for—dprofit utilities, charges for utility services reflect actual costs and, by law,
are fair and non-discriminatory (RCW 54.24.080)

 PUDs may provide one or more of the services authorized under law;
-Electricity
-Water,
-Wastewater,
-Wholesale and retail telecommunications,
-Renewable natural gas production and distribution — Klickitat County PUD
-Renewable hydrogen production and distribution — Douglas County PUD

* PUDs are governed by non-partisan, locally elected boards made up of 3 or 5
members that meet in open public meetings and are accountable to their customer-
owners. PUDs are also subject to audits by the State Auditor’s Office.

* PUDs are typically countywide but may be less than countywide. Only one county
has tWO PUDS, Mason COu nty WASHINGTON PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION
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PUD Fast Facts
T

° There are 28 PU Ds. Counties Served by Public Utility Districts

« WPUDA members include 27 PUDs et o
serving nearly one-million
customers (connections).

» 23 electricity

18 water (8 provide sewer as well)

15 provide telecom services |

1 provides renewable natural gas N ey e

1 is developing hydrogen B e Telecommunications PUDs Renewable Natural Gas PUD
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Contact WPUDA
.

www.WPUDA.org

Liz Anderson, Executive Director landerson@wpuda.org

Carol West, Government Relations Manager at CaWest@wpuda.org
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